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flutterings led her into the young Captain's heart then in its
most plastic and receptive condition.
And so for Arthur another milestone on the road of life
is passed, a new and wonderful experience is opening out
before him.
But alas, this pleasant dream was of short duration and
into the Land of Enchantment crept the chilly shadows of
parental authority and disapproval, for how could a young
and impecunious captain expect to support a wife, and the
daughter of Lord Longford at that ? It was preposterous;
the affair must stop. This was the parental decree. And
because these were the days when parental authority was
obeyed, the young lovers separated, closing behind them the
gate of that happy country, which neither of them was ever
to enter again. True, they were destined to be re-united,
and to enter into the closest of human relationships, but never
again to enter the Land of Enchantment, for Time had stolen
the key.
And so poor Arthur was left smarting under the discipline
. of life, with the cup of happiness dashed from his lips just
as he was beginning to taste it.    But it was all part of the
predestined plan; domestic happiness was not for him, who
was called to wider fields of service.
But now the Wheels of Destiny begin to turn, bringing
him to the next rung of the ladder shortly to be scaled. The
process began with the restlessness of a disappointed lover
desiring change of scene and a more absorbing employment,
which caused him to resign his post in the vice-regal house-
hold and to purchase on April 3Oth, 1793, a majority in the
33rd Regiment.
His entry into this regiment marks a significant epoch in
Arthur Wesley's life, and the 33rd may perhaps be considered
as the cradle of his military greatness; for from the moment
of entering it he became entirely absorbed in his profession,
and settled down in earnest to prepare for that great career
which lay in the womb of the future.